
 
 

Monitoring Breeding Success of Xantus’s 
Murrelets on the Channel Islands  
 
 
The Question: Has removing non- native 
black rats from Anacapa Island benefited 
breeding populations of Xantus’s murrelets?  
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The Project: Monitor murrelet nesting 
efforts and nest success on Anacapa Island 
in the absence of rat predation and 
compare to pre- eradication values. 
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Preliminary Results:  Numbers of nests 
established and nest success have 
consistently increased in the absence of rat 
predation. 
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Additional Resources: 
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